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THE CONTRIBUTION OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE TO 
FORMAL THEOLOGY 1 

Some three years ago Dr. Slattery was elected to the chair of eccle- 
siastical history in the General Theological Seminary in New York, but 
preferred to remain rector of Grace Church. The six lectures included 
in this volume were delivered in Lent of 1012 in the General Theological 
Seminary, upon the Paddock Foundation. 

The provinces with which Dr. Slattery deals, by way of illustration 
and suggestion, are those of Biblical Criticism, the Church, Immortality, 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ, and the Knowledge of God. In the field 
of biblical criticism we are assured, for example, that "the recognition of 
Christ's authoritative voice" in the Fourth Gospel, so pre-eminently 
won from the religious consciousness by the simple reading of that 
Gospel, can "scarcely fail to bring the Fourth Gospel very close to the 
traditional date and authorship"; again, we may judge from the analogy 
of a common experience "that in perhaps a single week St. Paul sent 
from his Roman prison the letters which we now have to the Colossians, 
the Ephesians, and Philemon," varying their style and content according 
to his sense of need and fitness. The center of interest in the lecture 
upon "The Church" lies in its handling of the problem of authority. 
The supreme authority is "the universal reason hearkening to God, i.e., 
the church." The witness of the church as a whole issues in the con- 
viction that "in some organic and firmly knit manner God has revealed 
himself continuously and authoritatively to that collective humanity 
known as the Christian church." In relation to immortality, Dr. 
Slattery finds the wish to live a strong argument, declares the hope of 
immortality a strong moral force, expresses the conviction that while 
the body sleeps at death, the soul is alive as never before. 

The lecture on "Jesus Christ" brings religious experience to the 
confirmation of confessional theology. If we pay close attention to the 
voice of religious experience, we shall no longer feel that "Christ was 
more truly in St. Mark than in St. John and St. Paul." Essential 
human nature is the same in the first as in the twentieth century; the 
alleged differences are overdrawn. The modern Christian insists upon 

1 The Authority of Religious Experience. By Charles Lewis Slattery, D.D. New 
York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1912. Pp.299. $1.80. 
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the reality of Jesus' temptations, and upon the limitation of his knowl- 
edge. Yet he never failed and never sinned. "Religious instinct, 
apart from scholarship, prefers to think that the apostles and evangelists 
were mistaken, rather than our Lord, when they make him seem to say 
that he would return in bodily form within a generation to rule his 
kingdom." As a matter of fact, Christ did come, and in a manner that 
John recognized, i.e., through the Holy Spirit ; " and was in his kingdom, 
the church, ruling and guiding it." "The Parousia has come." Of the 
miracles, Dr. Slattery says, "Religious experience has the best of rights 
to .stay the hands of critics when they form a theory and cut up the 
Gospels to fit it." "Religious experience has full cause to be sure that 
many of our Lord's deeds were beyond the comprehension of both his 
own day and ours." 

The crux of the final lecture, which deals with God, is its Trinitarian 
apologetic. In brief, the argument is that of "a social Trinity." God 
made the world " to win a larger field for his love." We may not deny 
God the joy of growth from glory to glory. "It would not be strange 
if this (philosophic) conviction of pluralism joined with the instructive 
search for unity might some day soon bring philosophy to put forth a 
hypothesis which should be very near the essential meaning of the 
doctrine of the Trinity." 

This brief survey gives no notion of the marked literary excellence of 
the book, of its aptness of illustration, of its frequent cogency of argument. 
But it may serve to indicate the chief results to which, in Dr. Slattery's 
judgment, the study of religious experience, as related to formal theology, 
may lead. These lectures reveal a broad general acquaintance with 
current modes of thought in the various fields of practical and formal 
theology. The author brings to bear illustrations from psychotherapy, 
pragmatism, pluralism, etc. And yet it becomes rather apparent that 
the bent of the apologetic is to make the confessional status quo acceptable 
to the modern mind. 

Henry B. Robins 

Pacific Coast Baptist Seminary 
Berkeley, Cal. 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF RELIGION AND ETHICS 1 

Volume IV (" Confirmation"-" Drama") 

The standard of excellence laid down in the earlier volumes of this 
series is fully maintained in Vol. IV. Of the 166 writers who contributed 

1 The Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. Edited by James Hastings. Vol. IV 
"Confirmation"-"Drama." Scribner, 1012. Pp. xvi-007. 



